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Ketelbey, Albert William 
 
 DOB: August 9, 1875 Birmingham, England 
 DOD: November 26, 1959  Cowles, Isle of Wight 
 

Albert Ketèlby was born in Birmingham, England, on 
August 9, 1875.  He began to write music while still 
very young.  His Piano Sonata, composed at age 11, 
was praised by Sir Edward Elgar.  Ketèlby began his 

studies in Birmingham and later won a Queen Victoria Scholarship to Trinity 
College in London. 

He was organist at St. John’s Church in Wimbledon and studied oboe, cello, 
clarinet, and horn during his tenure there.  At age 22, he received his first 
appointment as a theater conductor, and during his career he led many theater 
orchestras.  He was also director of the Columbia (British) Recording Company 
and music editor for the Chappell and Bosworth publishing companies. 

Ketèlby composed over 200 descriptive pieces, such as “In a Persian Market” 
and “”In a Monastery Garden.  In addition to a few marches for concert band, he 
composed an overture, “The Adventurers.”  Ketèlby died in Cowles, on the Isle of 
Wight, on November 26, 1959. 
 
 
In a Persian Market (intermezzo - scene) copyright 1920 and published by 
Bosworth and Co.  Colorful music straight from the Romantic Period, this concert 
work is programmatic and describes the hustle and bustle of a crowded open 
market place and its ever-changing scenes of camel trains, jugglers, arrival of a 
princess, beggars, and of course a snake charmer.  It’s one of the very early 
works for concert band in this style that has endured. 
 
 
 

Biography: 
 
Rehrig, William H. , Bierley, Paul E. (Editor), The Heritage encyclopedia of band music, Robert  Hoe 
Foundation, Columbus, OH. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program note researched by Marcus L. Neiman 
Medina, Ohio 

 
Additional information on either the composer or composition would be welcomed.  Please send information to  

marcusneiman@zoominternet.net  






























































































































































